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1327               Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
[Telegram]                '                        OSBORNE. July zoth. 1886.
Have received your telegram and will await letter.
1328  (Copy] Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 162-3.)
DOWNING STREET, zoth July. 1886.
Mr. Gladstone . , . reports that the Cabinet met to-day to
consider what advice it should tender to Your Majesty in con-
nection with the results of the general Election.
The Cabinet reviewed a number of considerations tending for
the most part in the same direction; but Mr. Gladstone had better
state without delay, that they felt no difficulty in arriving at then-
conclusion, which was that they ought at once humbly to tender
their resignations to Your Majesty. This tender it is the purpose
of Mr. Gladstone's present letter to convey. Among the grounds,
which specially guided the Cabinet to this conclusion, one prom-
inent ground was this. They have regarded the Irish question as
deriving a great part of its urgency from its connection with
social order; and social order is a matter which does not brook
delay. This view was common to both parties during the late
session of Parliament. A House of Commons has now been
elected, with respect to which Your Majesty's advisers have a
moral certitude that it will not at this juncture vote the measures
which they deem to afford the only sufficient and satisfactory
method of providing for a solid restoration of social order in
Ireland, This being so, it seems to follow that their charge, and
its responsibility, should forthwith be transferred to other hands.
It was also thought desirable for the sake of those, who may
be their successors in office, that as much time as possible should
be given them to choose for themselves the advice which they
shall give with regard to this capital subject.
Mr. Gladstone need not detain Your Majesty with further
observations.
1329              Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
(Printed in Letters of Queen Victoria, (3) I, 163.)
OSBORNE. July 20. 1886.
The Queen has received Mr. Gladstone's report of the pro-
ceedings of the Cabinet held this day & the tender of his resigna-